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what laws would satisfy them. Elphinstone, too, did the same. He took
care to see that the ancient Maratha families were preserved, and their
jagirs1 kept intact. With this end in view, he created the State of Satara
for the descendants of Shivaji, which pleased the Marathas very much.
He tried to ascertain popular feeling and took care not to hurt it.
This man of gentle qualities was appointed Governor of Bombay
in 1819, and he captured the hearts of the people. He gave his best at-
tention to education. He may be regarded as the first to realize that the
foremost duty of the British Government in India was to educate the
people. The present Elphinstone College in Bombay was founded in mem-
ory of this popular Governor. He introduced many reforms in the Judicial
Department also. Thus, he ruled over Bombay for eight years as Gover-
nor. When he relinquished charge of his post, every community did him
great honour. He spent the rest of his life in England, where he wrote
a history of India, a work admired to this day. He was twice offered
the Governor-Generalship of India, but on both occasions he declined it
for reasons of health. This great man died at the age of 81, on December
2i; 1859.
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 18-11-1905
757.   TELEGRAM TO SIR ARTHUR LAWLET
[JOHANNESBURG,
After November 24, 1905]*
BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION TENDER CONGRATULATIONS TO HIS
EXCELLENCY ON APPOINTMENT TO GOVERNORSHIP OF MADRAS.
Indian Opinion, 2-12-1905
158.    THE POLL-TAX
It would be unwise for us to give publicity to the complaints that
have come to us from hundreds of Indians in connection with the im-
position of the poll-tax. Personally, we consider that every good citizen
should share the troubles that the Colony is passing through, and one
of the best and most practical methods of doing so is to contribute specia-
ly to the Colonial revenue. The Government has seen fit to pass the
poll-tax measure, and everyone, no matter to what community he be-
longs, should bow to it and pay the toll with what cheerfulness he can.
It is not a matter for mathematical calculation and of considering the
question of poor people having to pay the same as the rich man. A
poll-tax has always been an unpopular measure and, in its incidence, it
1 Principalities or landholdings granted by the State
2 Sir Arthur Lawley was appointed Governor of Madras on November 24, 1905.